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The costs of federally sponsored research are shared >y the government and the universities.  Cost sharing by
university covers the difference between the total ictual cost of a project and the amount provided by its ponsor. Federal statutes require cost sharing on all esearch grants to educational institutions, usually on a iroject-by-project basis.
The costs of research are classified as direct or ndirect. Direct costs are those that can be identified ipecifically with a particular project.  Indirect costs re those that are incurred for purposes in common, such is the heating of buildings, and that cannot readily and pecifically be identified with a particular project.
Both direct and indirect costs are real costs of esearch. Because indirect costs cannot be attributed 'eadily to specific activities, however, they must be pportioned among university activities, including esearch projects, in some equitable way.  The apportion-ient necessarily involves judgments and compromises; no single method is right, and none will be optimal for ivery project.
1.  Universities voluntarily contribute substantially .o the support of research.  The Committee believes that :hey would continue to share the costs of research if not equired by statute to do so and without the documentation tow required.  The documentation of cost sharing itself .mposes costs and complicates the reporting of faculty jffort and the calculation of indirect costs.  We concur pith the earlier recommendations of the Government Pro-:urement Commission, the Federal Paperwork Commission,
ind the National Commission on Research that mandatory :ost sharing and documentation of cost sharing should be iliminated.
The administrative costs of research and some of the friction in the government-university relationship would be reduced by eliminating from the appropriation acts the general cost-sharing requirement affecting all research grants and by revising Office of Management and Budget circulars and federal agencies' manuals to eliminate the administrative requirement for documentation of cost sharing, except for programs specifically designed for joint funding.
2.  Progress toward resolving the recurring struggles imong academic administrators, investigators, and theil, in the short term, replacement of worn and obsolete equipment by state-of-the-art equipment and, in the long term, _a_.of the issue;   describe the differing assump-eparing
